Introduced by Council Members Bishop, Yarborough, Crescimbeni, Joost, Holt:
RESOLUTION 2012-363
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF PASTOR GEORGE HARVEY, JR. UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS PASSING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the City of Jacksonville, its City Council, in particular, was deeply saddened when the news arrived of Pastor George Harvey, Jr.’s passing; he regularly came to City Council meetings to passionately share his profound concerns about the plight of people and their tribulations; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Harvey was a Jacksonville native; born in 1953, he and 11 siblings were raised in Northwest Jacksonville; he  attended Raines High School and subsequently earned a master of divinity degree at Louisiana Baptist University; and

WHEREAS,
ordained in 1982, Pastor Harvey initially met with his flock at the YWCA on Duval Street; in 1985, Pastor Harvey assumed the pulpit of Mt. Charity Missionary Baptist Church at Laura and 4th Streets
; and
WHEREAS,
a man of palpable faith, Pastor Harvey was committed to outreach and efforts that uplifted the overlooked and downtrodden; the site for his church was chosen because the surrounding area was inundated with drugs and violence; and

WHEREAS,
a humble man, Pastor George Harvey was genuinely enriched by his unwavering Christian faith; and
WHEREAS,
Pastor Harvey was a constant presence at City Council and community meetings, and was a quiet but forceful and effective advocate for justice and for the rights of the poor, the powerless, especially for the victims of crime, and most particularly for the victims of unresolved murders, whose cause he championed relentlessly in the quest for justice for the victims and for closure for their families and friends; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Honoring and Commemorating. The City of Jacksonville does hereby honor and commemorate the life and civic career of Pastor George Harvey, Jr., and mourns his passing.  Pastor Harvey was the conscience of the community, and his passion for justice and fairness for all members of society was legendary.  He will be sorely missed and fondly remembered by all who knew him.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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